Key indicators: single-crystal X-ray study; T = 293 K; mean (C-C) = 0.010 Å; R factor = 0.041; wR factor = 0.092; data-to-parameter ratio = 15.7.
In the title compound, C 10 H 19 N 3 2+ Á2Br À , the plane of the three butyl C atoms nearest to the pyridine ring is almost perpendicular to the ring [dihedral angle = 84.80 (2) ]. The N atom of the ammonium group is displaced by 1.150 (8) Å from the plane of these three C atoms. The iminium N atom lies on the opposite side of this plane. The crystal structure is stabilized by hydrogen bonds between the N and Br atoms, as well as by intermolecular C-HÁ Á ÁBr interactions.
Related literature
For the synthesis of (S)-1-bromo-3-methylbutan-2-amine hydrobromide, see: Xu et al. (2006) . For related literature, see: Luo et al. (2006) .
Experimental
Crystal data Table 1 Hydrogen-bond geometry (Å , ). 
Data collection: SMART (Bruker, 2001 ); cell refinement: SAINTPlus (Bruker, 2000) ; data reduction: SAINT-Plus; program(s) used to solve structure: SHELXS97 (Sheldrick, 2008 ); program(s) used to refine structure: SHELXL97 (Sheldrick, 2008) ; molecular graphics: SHELXTL (Sheldrick, 2008) ; software used to prepare material for publication: SHELXTL.
Supplementary data and figures for this paper are available from the IUCr electronic archives (Reference: CS2071). 
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Experimental
The title compound was synthesized by treating 2-aminopyridine (0.94 g,10 mmol) with (S)-1-bromo-3-methylbutan-2-amine hydrobromide (2.47 g,10 mmol) in MeCN (30 ml) under stirring at 353 K for 24 h (yield 81%). The compound (S)-1-bromo-3-methylbutan-2-amine hydrobromide was obtained from commercially available L-valine by reduction with NaBH 4 and subsequent bromination with PBr 3 . Suitable crystals of the title compound were obtained by slow evaporation of an ethanol solution at room temperature.
Refinement
All carbon-bonded H atoms were placed in calculated positions with C-H = 0.93 Å (aromatic), C-H = 0.98 Å (sp), C-H = 0.93 Å (sp2), C-H = 0.96 Å(sp3) and refined using a riding model, with U iso (H)=1.2 eq (C). N-bound H atoms were located in a difference map and refined with an N-H distance restraint of 0.86 (3) Å.
supplementary materials sup-2 Figures   Fig. 1 . The asymmetric unit of the title compound with the atomic labeling scheme. Displacement ellipsoids are drawn at the 50% probability level. 
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